
W  FVEs
Women in Fisheries Against Violence 

Partner Profiles
Hεn Mpoano  i s  a  Ghanaian Non-Governmental 
Organisa�on based in Takoradi in the Western Region. In 
collabora�on with local and interna�onal partners, it is 

helping address food insecurity, climate change, 
over-fishing, gender inequality, urbaniza�on and 
poverty. 

It is the Lead Partner responsible for overall 
programma�c and financial management and 
repor�ng. It will manage the web-mapping portal, 
lead capacity building workshops for prosecutorial 
chain actors and facilitate implementa�on of all 
project ac�vi�es in the Western Region.

CEWEFIA  is a Ghanaian Non-Governmental 
Organisa�on based in Elmina, Ghana, West Africa. It 
is focused on socio-economic development of 
women and girls in rural Central and Western Region 
of Ghana. 

It will lead ac�vi�es to synthesize social norms in 
fishing communi�es and provide temporary safe 

shelter with accompanying package of legal aid, 
psychosocial and livelihood development support to GBV 
survivors iden�fied during project implementa�on.

For more informa�on, contact; 

P. O. Box AX 296, Takoradi
Western Region

info@henmpoano.org
www.henmpoano.org 

P O Box EL25, Elmina
Central Region

info@cewefia.org
www.cewefia.org 

Loca�on 
The WiFVEs Project will work in 18 marine fishing 
communi�es in the Central and Western Regions of 
Ghana.

In the Central Region, the communi�es include Dago, 
Mumford, Aakra, Narkwa, Otuam, Anombo, Biriwa, 
Dutch Komenda and Bri�sh Komenda. 

In the Western Region, the project focuses on 9 marine 
fishing villages i.e.: Dixcove, Cape Three Points, Akwidaa, 
Ankobra, Asanta, Ekwei, Ellonyi, Bonyere and Me�ka. 
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Project Goal
The WiFVEs project intends to achieve Gender Equality 
within Ghana's Fisheries Sector by advoca�ng against 
Gender-Based Violence (GBV), abuse and discrimina�on, 
building capaci�es of fisher folk and their leaders to prevent 
and respond to GBV in fishing communi�es, suppor�ng law 
enforcement against GBV, while improving access to social 
services and livelihood opportuni�es by women at-risk and 
survivors of GBV. 

Specifically, the results achieved will promote; 
a) development and implementa�on of advocacy ac�ons 
leading to enhanced public awareness and knowledge of 
duty bearers on the dynamics of Violence, Abuse and 
Discrimina�on (VAD) against women and on harmful social 
norms in Ghana's marine fisheries sector; 

b) capacity development of women, men, youth and fisher 
folk leaders in preven�ng and responding to GBV in Central 
and Western region fishing communi�es; 

c) enforcement of legisla�on against GBV in Central and 
Western region fishing communi�es by strengthening 
ins�tu�ons along the prosecutorial chain; 

d) access to care facili�es and social services for survivors of 
GBV in Central and Western region fishing communi�es and 

e) entrepreneurship skills and access to livelihood 
opportuni�es for women at-risk and survivors of GBV in 
Central and Western Region fishing communi�es.  

Key Stakeholders 
WiFVEs project works closely with the government of Ghana 
and relevant stakeholders, groups, including MoGCSP, 
DOVVSU, GHS, DSW, MoFAD, fisher folk leaders and 
associa�ons in the Central and Western Region fishing 
communi�es in Ghana.  
  

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY
The Project works to ensure GBV is  social ly 
unacceptable by 
• Deploying digital innova�ons like the use of GBV 

Web mapping tool (dash board) and social media to 
enhance advocacy communica�ons to policy 
audience at Ministries, Departments and Agencies

• Crea�ng suppor�ve networks of community based 
structures involving fisherfolk leaders, husbands 
and young men (men as allies) who are trained in 
gender responsive life skills including preven�ng 
and responding to GBV to spearhead the campaigns 
for gender –equitable norms and a�tudes in fishing 
communi�es

• Strengthening systems and promote measure for 
repor�ng physical violence and abuses, suppor�ng 
survivors of sexual and physical violence and 
prosecu�on of perpetrators of Violence Against 
Women

• Enhancing access to social services and livelihood 
opportuni�es both for survivors and women at-risk 
of GBV.

Although exis�ng na�onal legisla�on protect their 
rights, lack of knowledge about these laws inhibits 
women's ability to defend their rights and demand 
protec�on from duty bearers. The foregoing factors 
have predisposed and led many women in fisheries into 
violence, abuse and discrimina�on.

The Project  
The Women in Fisheries Against Violence (WiFVEs) 
Project is a three-year (2022 – 2024) project funded by 
the European Union (EU) which has an overall objec�ve 
of achieving gender equality in Ghana by advoca�ng 
against Gender-Based Violence (GBV), abuse and 
discrimina�on in Ghana's marine fisheries sector.

Background
Fisheries provides cheap 
a n i m a l  p r o t e i n , 
contributes 15% and 3.5% 
to agricultural and total 
gross domes�c product 
(GDP) respec�vely, and 
c re ate s  j o bs  fo r  2 . 7 
m i l l i o n  p e o p l e  a s 
fishermen, fishmongers, 
fi s h  p r o c e s s o r s  a n d 
traders.  The roles of 

women and men in Ghana's fishing industry are defined 
by tradi�onal gendered roles – men undertake fishing 
expedi�ons while women comprise the large share of 
people responsible for fish processing and marke�ng. 

In addi�on, women are engaged in fishery-related 
ac�vi�es close to the household and focus on small 
catches of highly nutri�ous fish for immediate 
household consump�on. In spite of these predefined 
roles, some women own vessels and canoes and are 
financiers of fishing expedi�ons. Nonetheless, the roles 
performed by women are under-represented in the 
sector due to harmful cultural norms and prac�ces and 
societal conven�ons. 

O�en, women are disadvantaged and do not exercise 
the same rights and opportuni�es as men in the 
fisheries sector.  Most marginalized are the women who 
do not own produc�ve assets, such as boats, engines, 
nets or even processing equipment. 

Besides, seasonality and upwelling regimes along the 
coast of Ghana and the larger Gulf of Guinea triggers 
temporary/permanent seasonal migra�on of fish 
processors and fishmongers (mostly women and youth, 
including adolescents) to coastal des�na�ons both far 
and near their communi�es of origin. And in their places 
of des�na�on,migrant fishers, notably women, live 
without access to secure land tenure and credit and 
have no voice in decisions that affect their livelihoods.


